
 

The Ancient Egyptians 

KS2 History Knowledge Summary 

Specific Vocabulary & definitions (meanings)  Facts to know by the end of the sequence 
ancient belonging to the distant past, especially to the 

period in history before the end of the Roman 

Empire (AD 410) 

• We know about Ancient Egyptian life because of evidence such as the pyramids, the 

artefacts that were found there and methods of communications such as the use of 

hieroglyphics and papyrus rolls.  

• Egyptian society was very hierarchical - this means that some groups of people were deemed 

more important than others. Each group had a different role to play in Egyptian society.  

• The bodies of important people, like pharaohs, were placed in pyramids, which were built as 

tombs. 

• Mummification was the process of preserving a body - this process was very important to the 

Egyptians as they believed this would prepare the body for their journey into the afterlife.  

• Religion was very important in Ancient Egypt. They were polytheists - they believed in different 

gods and goddesses that were in charge of different parts of their lives.  

• The River Nile was important because it provided water for crops but also fertile soil - this 

means that people settled near the banks of the Nile as it was considered a prime location. 

The Nile also provided mud for bricks and pots, opportunities for fishing, papyrus reeds and a 

key means of transport.  

archaeologist A person who studies history by digging up objects 

and using them to find out more about the past. 

artefacts an object from the past that shows evidence of 

what life was like 

ankh An object used as a symbol of life. It looks likes a 

cross with a loop at the top. 

canopic jar A covered jar used to hold the internal organs taken 

from mummified bodies. 

chariot A cart with two wheels, pulled by horses and often 

used in war. 

desert a desolate area of land with little or no vegetation 

and water, usually covered with sand 

Duat The world of the dead in Ancient Egyptian religion. It 

was believed that a person’s soul had to travel 

through here to reach Oriris and his heavenly land. 

 

Interesting Resources 

Egyptologist Someone who studies Ancient Egypt. 

 

excavate To carefully dig into an area to find buried remains 

or ruins (this could be objects or buildings!) 

hierarchy a system of organising people into different ranks or 

levels of importance, for example in society 

hieroglyphs A form of writing that use pictures of objects to 

represent words, syllables ideas or sounds. 

kohl A black powder containing lead which Ancient 

Egyptians put on their eyelids. 
At the end of the topic, I can: 

mummy 
 

mummification 

A body that has been preserved by having its 

internal organs removed before being dried in salt 

and wrapped in bandages.  

• I can describe what it was like 

during ancient Egyptian times 

and explain what was important 

to people. 

• I can explain beliefs about death 

(including mummification), the 

afterlife and the Egyptian gods. 

• I understand how evidence can 

give us different answers about 

the past (e.g. archaeology) 

• I know where this period of 

History fits in with other eras I 

have studied (Romans, Vikings). 

Nile A river in north-eastern Africa that runs through 

Egypt; thought to be the longest river in the world. 

Pharaoh A title given to the rulers (kings/queens) of Egypt. 

pyramid A stone structure used as a royal tomb for an 

Ancient Egyptian pharaoh. 

scarab A large dung beetle seen as sacred in Ancient 

Egypt. 

scribe A person who copied out documents or wrote down 

the words of others. 

vizier The vizier in ancient Egypt was the most powerful 

position after that of king. A vizier was the equivalent 

of the modern-day prime minister. 

   


